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Watching the movie Hamlet, one can get the picture of how mental health is used in the play. Perhaps, madness is one of the overriding themes in the movie Hamlet by Kenneth Branagh depicting Shakespeare’s play Hamlet. Therefore, my view is that madness, which is a mental disorder, is used to understand personality psychology of different characters in this play. It also helps us understand the impact of psychosocial factors on the treatment of mental diseases in the society.
The scenes in this play depict how patients of mental health conditions are treated in the society today.  Hamlet’s madness is both real and faked, but the real side of it is often downplayed. Unconsciously, by focusing on his faked illness, mental health conditions are minimized or connected to a person faking it for personal interests. Joe Anne Sirey, the author of the article cited below, notes that psychosocial factors play an important role in the experience of mental illness. Hamlet’s mental condition is intensified by problems with primary support group. Hamlet, who is a patient of mental illness, is dealing with the death of his father, yet people who are supposed to be there for him during the recovery process are contributing to more and more problems to intensify his condition. Hamlet faces hatred from his uncle and feels isolated and betrayed by her mother who marries his father’s brother. Instead of being there for Hamlet during the grief period, his mother has thrown herself in a new life with the new King who is the brother to her late husband. Thus, the patient was deeply hurt by the lack of support from close family members who were supposed to be there for him during the grief period, which intensified his mental condition. On the other hand, Ophelia’s mental illness is real and is death with sympathetically. Her death is also treated with respect. The treatment of Ophelia’s mental illness is indeed powerful, considering it was a period in time when people with mental conditions were often stigmatized in the society. The grief after death also depicts how people behave in the society. 
Sirey also notes that people suffering from mental illness often face challenges in getting proper medical services to deal with their problems. The lack of proper medical services always does not only stem up from the cost of treatment, but also from social stigma and isolation. People often perceive mental disorder treatment as a waste of money. Therefore, they tend to give people suffering from mental disorder less attention hence isolating them in the society. Although Hamlet-the patient in this play has inherited, has inherited considerable wealth and social status, the healthcare available to him is severely constrained because of the setting of the society by then. Essentially, Jo Anne Sirey’s article helps us understand the impact of psychosocial factors on the use of mental health service. The Hamlet movie helps us understand mental health conditions and has brought a discussion that many people need to pay attention to. The movie will help reduce the stigma that always surrounds patients with such conditions in the society.    
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